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The Wesley Circuit – January 2016 

 

 

Please Plan On Joining Us 

for Christmas Eve Worship 

We hope you will bring family and friends  

to one of our very special  

Christmas Eve worship services. 

3:00PM – Communion and Candlelight  

                 featuring music by our Handbell Choir 

7:00PM – Our Family Service with candlelight; young children will be released early in the service         

                to attend a Birthday Party for Jesus. We will have a magician AND there will be cake! 

11:00PM – A Traditional Service featuring candlelight and music by the CHS and Alumni Choir 

Each service will be different and offer a unique way to welcome the Christ Child.  

Do mark your calendar and attend the service of your choice. 

A Special Invitation to Our 3:00PM Service 

The Wesley UMC Bell Choir invites you to a special Christmas Eve 

communion service at 3:00 PM December 24th. The handbells will 

provide music both joyful and reverent, and will be joined by a young 

singers' ensemble. As dusk falls we'll welcome Christ into the world with 

lighted candles and favorite carol "Stille Nacht - Silent Night". We'll look forward to celebrating 

this blessed time with you. 

A Note About Our 11:00PM Service 

If you would like to join the CHS and Alumni Choir to sing the 

traditional “Still, Still, Still” at the 11:00PM service on Christmas 

Eve, please plan on coming to the choir room at 10:30 to rehearse!   

Talk to Chancel Choir Director Juliane Sharp for more information. 
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If you would like to help in worship on 

Christmas Eve; greeters, ushers, and (for the 

3:00 PM service) communion servers are 

needed. We have enough helpers for the 

7:00PM service, but still need helpers at 3:00 

and 11:00PM. Please put your name on the 

sign-up sheet in the sanctuary hallway, or call 

the church office during the week at 217- 345-

3917.  Thanks for your help! 

 

Our Nursery Needs Your Help  

If you are able, won’t you please consider 

being a nursery volunteer to watch over some 

sweet, little ones on Christmas Eve?  We 

certainly want to make everyone feel 

welcome, and having our nursery staffed at 

the 3PM and 7PM services is one important 

way we can do that.  Please contact Cindy 

Ebinger at cebinger@charlestonwesley.org or 

call the church office to volunteer. 

 

Shake Off Those Winter Blahs! 

Winter is on its way, and far too often it is 

accompanied by those yucky winter blahs.  

Experts call the blahs a variety of different 

things: cabin fever, seasonal affective disorder, 

etc.  Whatever it’s called, we have a plan to 

shake it up. 

Beginning Sunday, January 3, at 2:00PM we 

will have a weekly opportunity to participate 

in devotion and then shake things up a little 

by learning a line dance.  No dance experience 

is necessary; the steps and the dances are 

relatively simple. There is no long-term 

commitment; come whenever you can.  We 

will practice a new dance every week.  If you 

have any questions, please call Nancy Marlow 

at the church or e-mail her at 

nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org. 

If you knit or crochet, we 

invite you to consider 

making prayer squares 

and/or prayer shawls for 

our visitation team. Pastor of 

Congregational Care, Rev. Janice Kahl, has 

been able to give out so many shawls and 

squares that we are about out of both! Yarn 

and patterns are available at the Shawl 

Ministry display in the hallway outside the 

sanctuary. Please bring all completed shawls 

and squares to the church office. THANKS! 

mailto:cebinger@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org
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New Sunday 

Morning Study 

Begins in January 

We will begin a study of 

Christianity and World 

Religions by Rev. Adam Hamilton during the 

Sunday School time on Sunday, January 3, in 

the Parlor. All are welcome! There is a 

participant’s guide that goes along with the 

study; it is available from Abingdon Press for 

$12.99 plus tax and shipping. However, it is 

not absolutely necessary to have to the book 

to participate in the study.  The study will last 

for 6-11 weeks.  (Because Sunday School time 

is relatively short, we may have to spend two 

sessions on each religion.) This study 

examines Christianity and four other major 

world religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, 

and Judaism. It wrestles with such tough 

questions as: 

 Why are there so many different 

religions? 

 How should Christians view other 

religions? 

 How is God at work in other religions? 

 What is the fate of those who earnestly 

pursue God through other religions? 

If you have any questions, please call Nancy 

Marlow in the church office at 345-3917 or e-

mail her at nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org. 

 

 

 

 

Are You Having a Blue Christmas? 

The joy of Christmas can turn into a time of 

painful loneliness and emptiness for those 

who have suffered a loss or who are going 

through a difficult time. But help is available. 

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide 

confidential, one-to-one Christian care. They 

will listen, care, encourage, pray with and for 

you, and support you through the holidays 

and as long as your need persists. If you or 

someone you know is hurting, find out more 

about Stephen Ministry by talking with Nancy 

Marlow. You can email her at 

nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org, or call her in 

the church office (217-345-3917). Our 

Stephen Ministers are there to care! 

  

 

  

Our sympathy is expressed to  

Sue Goodrich on the death of her husband 

Michael Goodrich  

on November 22, 2015. 

Gifts in his memory have been given to our 

Memorial Fund. 

mailto:nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org
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A big thank you to all who have worked this 
year to bring God's love to our members and 
friends who can no longer worship with us.  
You have crocheted and knitted shawls and 
prayer squares. You have sent cards. You have 
delivered baskets and visited, and you have 
prayed.  As the new year looms, please 
prayerfully consider giving some of your time 
and gifts to bless the frail and ill of our 
congregational influence.  Contact me for more 
information. A meeting will be held Monday, 
January 11 at 7 p.m. to begin this year's 
Ministry of Congregational Care.  All 
interested in finding out more are invited.  You 
will not only be blessing others; you will be 
blessing yourselves, as well.  
 
I am very excited about the work that Wesley 
Church is doing to spread the Good News of 
God's love and caring ways.  I am blessed to be 
a part of this congregation!  May the Spirit of 
the Christ fill you with hope and expectancy 
throughout this Advent/Christmas season and 

remain into a new year.   God bless you all!    

Pastor Janice Kahl 

 

Help is Needed 
Since 1988, Joan 

Gregg has graciously 

coordinated the Coles    

County CROP Hunger Walk. Her leadership 

in coordinating that effort for seven area 

churches and groups has been a true blessing. 

Her efforts have been greatly appreciated by 

all of  us at Wesley United Methodist Church. 

After 27 years being in charge, Joan would like 

to step back and let someone else carry that 

effort forward. She would gladly be teacher if  

she had the volunteer or volunteers willing to 

take up this important organizational effort 

for our community. Hence, I am asking for 

you to consider taking on this responsibility 

on behalf  of  Wesley UMC. If  you are 

interested please contact Joan Gregg (345-

6829). 

Thank you for considering this opportunity. 

Ron Wohlstein, Chair  

Missions Work Area 

A Note About Your Donations 

Offering envelopes are available for your 

convenience if  you choose to use one. You 

are welcome to drop your check in the 

collection basket without an envelope, or use 

a white pew envelope and it will be recorded 

to your name. Only if  you donate in cash and 

wish it recorded to your name must you use 

an offering envelope. You may use one from a 

numbered set (request one using the “Making 

Connections” card), or use a white pew envelope. 

The requested sets for 2016 will be available 

for pickup Sunday, January 3. If  you wish to 

make a donation for 2015 or for 2016 that will 

be reflected on your 2015 Statement of  

Giving, please be sure it is in the church office 

by Tuesday, December 29 or placed in the 

offering basket by Sunday, December 27.  

Please note in the memo line if  your check is 

for the budget year 2016. Call Mary Larson, 

Financial Secretary, 345-3103, with questions.  
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Happy January birthday to  

the following Wesley folks! 

Wendell Adams   Joyce Chase  

Fran Choate    Sam Fagaly  

Janet Fraembs   Maxine Frame  

Lowell Gillespie   Sue Graves  

Diane Grove   Larry Hale  

Rick Hampton   Shirley Hunt  

Maya Hunter   Nathan James  

Nancy Kelly    Mary Larson  

Gail Lockart    Donna Stewart  

Kevin Storm   David Truesdale  

Mahala Van Hise   Steve Whitley  

Joy Winkler   Dale Wolf 

Boy Scout News 

First held as Michael 

Drake’s Eagle Scout 

project, a January blood 

drive has become a troop 

tradition. The third annual drive will be held 

from 2 to 7 pm on Monday, January 4, at St. 

Charles Borromeo Church.   

Having learned how to be prepared for winter 

outings, Troop 141 Scouts enjoyed recent 

campouts at Walnut Point, and at Fox Ridge 

(in below-freezing weather), and are looking 

forward to camping at the annual Klondike 

Derby in January.   

Wesley scouts continue their monthly service 

days at the Charleston Food Pantry and at 

PADS in Mattoon.  

Brothers Nate and Seth Duhamell became the 

troop’s 37th and 38th Eagle Scouts on 

December 4.  Both completed service projects 

at the Coles County animal shelter.  Eleven 

other current Scouts of Life rank are working 

on requirements to become Eagle Scouts.   

Wesley’s will recharter with the Boy Scouts of 

America for 2016 with 41 scouts supported by 

20 adult leaders and committee members.   

For 2015, Troop 141 again achieved the Gold 

level on BSA’s ‘Journey to Excellence’ criteria 

for a quality unit.  Wesley’s scout troop has 

earned that distinction each year since its 

founding 16 years ago. 

Giving 

Tuesday 

Report 

United Methodists around the world 

demonstrated inspiring generosity through 

their contributions on December 1, 2015 — 

UMC #GivingTuesday. Nearly 6,000 donors 

from 27 countries donated $2.8 million 

through The Advance to support mission and 

ministries around the world. The 

denomination’s General Board of Global 

Ministries matched the first $1 million, 

building additional incentive for giving. More 

than 770 projects and missionaries received 

8,757 gifts through The Advance, the 

designated giving channel of The United 

Methodist Church. 
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January Mission Project:  

Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

Third Warehouse Addition 

The Missions Work Area has selected the 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

(MMDC) Third Warehouse Addition for our 

January project.  

The MMDC, located near Chatham, Illinois,  

is associated with the Illinois Great Rivers 

Conference and is operated by the United 

Methodist Church as part of the UMCOR 

relief supply network in the United States 

which responds to natural disasters 

worldwide. MMDC is non-profit and receives 

100% of its funding from private donations. 

This distribution center operates solely 

because of the generosity of individuals, 

churches and communities and also provides 

a “hands on” mission experience.  

The MMDC does not expand with 

indebtedness. The Third Warehouse will offer 

10,368 square feet of space, and the total 

amount for cost of completion will be $40,000 

- $50,000. 

If you would like to donate to the January 

Mission Project, please make your check out 

to Wesley UMC with MMDC on the memo 

line or visit our website at 

www.charlestonwesley.org and click on the $ 

button at the bottom of the page. If you 

prefer to make a cash donation, there are blue 

mission offering envelopes in the pew backs. 

Thank you very much for your support. 

The Missions Work Area 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to bring items for our 

MITTEN TREE!  The tree is located just 

inside the sanctuary entrance. Please bring 

mittens, gloves, hats and scarves to decorate 

the tree. All items will be donated to the Civic 

Association and handed out to children and 

teens in Charleston schools. THANKS for 

helping us keep local kids warm this winter! 

 

 

 

 

Here We Come A-Caroling 

On Wednesday December 23rd our choir 
plans to send out caroling groups to Wesley’s 
homebound folks. If you know someone who 
would enjoy a visit from our carolers, please 
talk to choir director Juliane Sharp or contact 
Rev. Janice Kahl with their name and address. 
You can call her in the church office  
(217-345-3917) or email her at 
jkahl@charlestonwesley.org. 

mailto:jkahl@charlestonwesley.org
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

    

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WSLEY UNITED  

METHODIST 

CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street  

 Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

Fax: 217-345-3922 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

Follow us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

OUR SUNDAY SCHEDULE:  

Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  

takes place at 9:30AM    

SURGE at 9:45                                               

Sunday School for all ages - 9:50AM 
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     Have a Happy New Year!  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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